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1. STATUREVIEW

1.1 Taxonomy:

Class : Reptilia

Order : Testudines

Family : Trionychidae

Genus : Pelochelys

Species : Pelocheys cantor{Gray, 1864)

CommonNameY /Iy {i2NR&a DAlFIyldG a2FdakKSfEt GdzNIf Sk
Local name : Bheemanama, Paala poovaviglayalam)

SynonymsPelochelys clivepalmdiioser, 2013 P. cumingi(Gray, 1864 P. poljakowii
(Strauch, 189)) P. telstraorum(Hoser, 201% P. cantoris(Boulenger, 188p

Pelochelys cantor{iGray, 1864) isne of the three speciesn the genusPelochelysThe
other two species ar®. bibronandP. signifer&known only from Papua New Guinea and
Indonesia (Papua)espectively P. cantorii has a large distribution acroseuth and
south-east Asia (Da2008) It is among the largest freshweatturtles in the worldwith
adults reaching carapacdength of around 100 cniDas, 2008)Sexualdimorphismis
presentwith males having longer and thicker tales than femagssnethingcommon for
other softshell turtles. Femalesare alsdarger insize than males (Das, 2008)

According to the lastUCNRedList of threatened speciesissessmentor the species,
Pelochelys cantonmight hide a complex of several different species (ATTWG, 2000)

Figure 1 An adultPelochelysantoriion the banks of Chandragiri river caught aschich inafishing line
(A),and xlosedzL) KSR aK2d akK2gAiy3d GKS 1SNrdAyAl SR
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1.2 Distribution and population status:

Pelochelys cantoriiasa widespreadlistribution occurring inas many as 1&ountries across

South andSouth-east Asia (Das, 2008). Iaifeshwater turtle speciewith a widedistribution

(Das 2008) though it isalsoconsidered uncommarnThere are no estimais of population

sizeor relative abundance dahe speciesacross its distribution rangewith data limited to

sighting reports A two-week market survey in Bangladesh reported 30 specimens of the
species (Das, 2008n India, no population estimates have been méaldateand the species

is considered raravith fragmented populatios. L G A& FFaasSaaSR a WOYyRLE)
Rel List of Threatened Species (Asian Turtle Trade Working Group, 2000).

’ www.iucn-tftsg.org/chftt/
Chelonian Research Foundation

Figure2. Pelochelys cantorilistribution in South and Southeast Asia. Source: Das, 2008.
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1.2.1 Global distribution:

Country Population Distribution Population trend | Notes
estimates (plus references)
(plusreferences)
India Unknown Kerala, Tamil Nadu,| Unknown In Kasaragod
Odisha, West district of Kerala,
Bengal, Andhra five individuals
Pradesh, Karnataka incidentally caught
(?) in fishing geahave
been rescued
within a span ofl0
river kms.
(Jain, unpublished)
Bangladesh Unknown Lower Ganges Decreasing Regional status of
(IJUCN system the species in
Bangladesh, Comilla/Meghna, Bangladesh is
2015 Sundarbans river W/ NRGAOL €
system, Bhola 9y RIYy3ISNH
Pirojpur, (Rashid and Khan,
Pataukhali Barisal 2000.
and Khulna.
Cambodia | Unknown 48-km stretch ofthe | Unknown 565 hatchlings
Mekong river in were released after
Kratie and Stung nest protection
treng provinces. program in
Cambodia in 2018.
China Unknown Yunnan, Jiangsu, | Decreasing Lau and Shi, 2000;
Zhejiang, Fujian, Das, 2008; Xiaoyol
Guangdong, Hainan et al., 2019
and Guangxi
provinces in
central and south
China.
Historical
occurrence Anhui
Thailand | Unknown Restricted to Decreasing. van Dijk and
Peninsular region of| Extinct from Chag Palasuwan, 2090
Thailand, Thai Part | Phraya and Mae | Boulenger,1890
of Mekong River is | Klong systems.
not confirmed.
Philippines | Unknown Islands of Luzon Unknown Diesmos et al.,
(Cagayan 2008
River and llaguen | Speciess
River) and Mindanaq considered to be
(Agusan Marsh

AnC® 5>
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Wildlife Sanctuary | uncommon to
and the Panabo rare.
River, Davao del
Norte
Province)
Historical records
Island of Balabac,
San Miguel River,
Laguna de Bay
Malaysia | Unknown Setiudistrict, Kuala | Unknown Shahiraklbrahim
Besut Jetty and et al., 2018Das
Kemaman 2008 Sharma and
Tisen, 2000
Laos Unknown Champasak Decreasing Population very
Province, Khong small and nearing
District, Ban Hang extinction (Touch
Khone Village in Seang Tana et al.,
Mekong River 2000)
Stuart and
Timmins, 2000
Stuart and Platt,
2004
Indonesia | Unknown Sumatra, Borneo, | Unknown Samedi and
Irian Java, Sulawesi Iskandar, 2000
Berbak National
Park
Vietnam Unknown Central and Unknown Populations are
Southern Vietnam likely tobe
decreamg.
Touch Seang Tana
et al., 2000
suspects Vietnam
populations to be
likely extinct.
Myanmar | Unknown Unknown Unknown Boulenger, 1889;
Das 2008
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Figure3. Published tribution records ofPelochelys cantorin Indial780;2000 6 0

I Y R

2000gH N H n(A)@ndiew distribution records oP. cantoriin Keralasince 2004B)

One patrticular
site,
Neyyamkayam
was declared as
Biodiversity
Heritage Site.
However, it does
not provide any
known protection
to the aquatic
biodiversity.

Region /| Site Level of Population | Reference(s) | Notes
province Protection size
Tamil Palk Bay Unknown Unknown | Nair and One individual caught
Nadu Badrudeen, in a trawl net from
1975; Moll and| estuarine habitat.
Vijaya 1986
Mouth of None Unknown Hussain2003 | One individual was
Vellur estuary found stranded on the
coast.
Cauvery river | None Unknown | Melvinselvan | The report is the most
and Nibedita | inland occurrence
2017 from India (ca. 90 km
from the sea).
Kerala Chandragiri None Unknown Jain et. al., This site might be one
river 2021 of the strongholds for

(unpublished)

this species
population.
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Valapattanam | None Unknown Palot and
river Radhakrishnan
2002
Bharathapuzhg None Unknown Kumar, 2004
river
Kuttiyadi river | None Unknown Palot, 2003;
Palot and
Radhakrishnan
2011
Chettuva Lake| None Unknown P.O. Nameer,
pers.comm.,
2008
Vembanad Ramsar Site Unknown Badush and
Lake Palot, 2020
Chalakudy None Unknown B.K.
River Vasudevan,
pers. comm.,
2015; S. Das,
pers. Comm.,
2017;
Thejaswini Unknown Unknown J. Padikkal,
River pers. comm.,
2016
Periyar River | Part of this river | Unknown S. Das, pers.
fallswithin comm. 2017
Periyar Tiger
Reservea
protected area
Varkala None Unknown | Vismaya
Channel News
report, 2019
Andhra | Godavatri river | None Unknown Sirsi, 2010
Pradesh
Odisha | Subarnarekha | None Unknown | Moll and Vijayd
River 1986
Mouth of None Unknown Behera et al.
Maipara river 2019
Brahmani None Unknown Kar and Rao,
Baitarani Delta 1985; Vijaya,
1982; Behera
et al. 2019
West Hoodly river | Unknown Unknown | Annandale Hooghly river is partly
Bengal 1912 protected under

Sundarbans PA.

However, the location
of the report does not
specify specific region
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1.3 Protection status:

¢CKS /Fyd2NRa DALyl lstedfithini@pentdix ot NTEBeffork s O dzNINB
international trade is regulatedrhe species is protected in India under the Schedule | of the

Indian Wildlife (Protection) Ac1972,which is the highest protection level for a species in the

country. The species has been protected in other parts of its distribution rasygecificallyn

Vietham, Myanmar, PhilippinesBangladeshand China butwith varying degreg of

protection. It is also protected from exploitation ifhailandunderWARPAaw (Wild Animals
Reservation and Protection Act B.E. 25%an Dijk and Palasuwan, 200@)Indig the formal

protection provided to the rivers is negligibéxcept to the parts when theffow through

designated National parks or sanctuari@dl. 18 sites where the historic and contemporary

sightings of the species have been documerfedtioutside ofany Protected Area Network

However, due to the lack of idepth studies and information othe specieQ K2 Y S NI y 38§
habitat use andequirements, it is difficult to estimate the proportion of the species range

that might be falling under the Protected Area Network

1.4 Ecologybehaviour,and habitat requirements:

Pelochelys cantoris a highly aquatic freshwater speciesth a seemingly higlsalinity
toleranceas it has been reported iestuarine and coastalaters(Das, 2008)The species is
consideredvery secretive and can spend largart of its lifeunderwater,buried under the
sandin the riverbed This species has a large distribution in Sod#st Asia but is considered
WND NB GdNBrgeiThe limited information onthe 8 LISOA S&aQ SO2 tomé&e | YR
mainly from captive individualsKnowledgeon individuals and populations in the wild is
scare.

Nesting ecology varies greathgross its rang&iith respect to nesting grounds and nesting
season(Das 2008)In China, matindpetween a male and a femaigas observed between
April and June in captivity followed by nestiogfweenJune and Septembevith onefemale
deposiing three clutches with an interclutch interval of 15 days (Xinping, 20D&% (2008)
also mentiors Mayg September as the breeding andsting period ofvild Pelochelysantorii

in the Oujian River drainage @hinaand the clutch sizevas reported torange betweertQg

70 eggs withea mean egg size of 3 crin Cambodia, on theandbankf the Mekong river
nesting takes placbetween December and January with a clutch sagngin between34-

42 eggs (Dax008 Gnourn and SonR019. In India,nesting oncoastal beachebas been
reported (Kar and Rao, 1985) boeingd K S I @A S NJ 2 ¥ (VipyaS1999mh@ &easbna A R S
was not given in these report&side from this reportno other evidence ofthe species
nesting ecologyn Indiahas been publishedPalot and Radhakrishnan (2011) assuried
nesting occus postmonsoon (AugusgfOctober) coinciding with the estuarine records of the
species during this period. lthe Chandragiri river, nestingeems to occutin Januarg
February on the riverbanks (Japers. ob¥. The clutch size fromne nestfoundin January
2020 was reported to have 40 eggs while the clutch sizes fhoee nests laid between 22

5 A G B F>




